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Introducing Roger Horning 

The Elders of Foothills Church are pleased to present Pastor Roger Horning for 

congregational approval as our new Lead Pastor on March 31, 2019. We are excited to 

introduce you to him and look forward to our time together with him on March 25-31. 

 

The Process 

In December of 2017, when Pastor Brad Fogal announced his resignation after 25 years of 

ministry at Foothills, we began the first pastoral search in the 30-year history of our 

congregation. Local representatives from the Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA) 

were available from the start to help us through the transition, leading the Elders through a 

number of processes to assess our church’s health and current needs. Eventually, the EFCA 

also recommended potential candidates for consideration.   

When the Elders had prayerfully nominated and selected a Search Team, those five 

individuals began evaluating and interviewing applicants. Since last May, the Search Team 

and Elders have devoted hundreds of man hours to evaluating candidates by reading 

resumés, listening to sermons, interviewing candidates, discussing options, and praying 

fervently. After 10 months of actively vetting, assessing, and considering applicants, the 

Elders have selected one candidate who we believe God has called to serve as the next Lead 

Pastor of Foothills Church.  

Let us be clear: Christ is and always will be the head of this church. The Lead Pastor, like all 

of us, is one member of Christ’s body—the church. We believe we have identified a man 

who is uniquely skilled and qualified to fill that position for the next season of ministry 

here in Rancho Santa Margarita. We are excited for you to meet him! 

The search has been a long and sometimes challenging process, but we have sought God’s 

leading all the time. We thank you for your patience and your prayers. We, your Elders, 

unanimously recommend Roger Horning for approval as the next Lead Pastor at Foothills 

Church. We are delighted to introduce him and we invite you to get to know him when he 

comes to Rancho Santa Margarita for a “candidating week” later this month. 

In Christ, 

Rick Ayers (Chairman), Jim Berg, John Mayer,  

Dennis Soderin, Wayne Van Every, Michael Williams 
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About Pastor Roger Horning 

Roger Horning, MDiv, has been serving in full-time ministry for more than half his life. He became a 

Christian during the last week of his senior year in high school and began working with junior high 

students in his church youth group almost immediately.  

While he was still in college, Roger joined the staff at Church of the Canyons in Santa Clarita, 

California. He served in youth ministry there for 17 years, until he transitioned to a new role as 

pastor of leadership development in 2006. He held that position for the next 12 years—preaching 

on a monthly basis, hiring and training part-time pastoral staff, discipling ministry leaders, 

overseeing community groups, and even managing the church’s property expansion. 

While his ministry background is diverse, Roger is a dedicated 

Bible teacher with a clear passion for ministering to families. His 

top ministry priorities are preaching, discipleship, and leadership 

development. Outside of his work with Church of the Canyons, he 

has served as an adjunct youth ministry professor at The Master’s 

University and as the credentialing council chairman for the 

Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA). 

Roger holds a bachelor’s degree in Bible with an emphasis in 

youth ministry from The Master's University and a Masters of 

Divinity from The Master’s Seminary. He was ordained by the 

EFCA in 2008.  

 

Roger Horning in His Own Words 

On Salvation 

Every person’s greatest need is reconciliation with God. The church should be a gracious, loving 

environment where people are invited into a relationship with Jesus Christ and then learn to love and 

obey everything God commands. While the church is to build up and care for the believers who are a 

part of the family, it is also to be a light and influence for the Gospel in its community. 

On the Church 

God places every person in a local church family to contribute and use their gifts to build up the body 

of Christ. Each church is what it is due to the contributions that each of its members make. A church is 

effective and powerful when Christ has first place in everything and when members are using their 

spiritual gifts faithfully to build up the body. 

On Love 

It is a great privilege and responsibility to lovingly care for one another and be living expressions of 

the love of Jesus Christ—both to believers and unbelievers.  
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About the Horning Family 

Roger met his wife, Michele, while they were working together in youth ministry at Church of the 

Canyons. They have been married since 1991. Michele currently works in the alcohol monitoring 

industry, keeping impaired drivers off the road. Today, Roger’s greatest earthly love is Michele and 

their four children—Jessica, Julianne, John, and Jackson—followed closely by his church family.  

Jessica, the Horning’s first child, is 23 years old. She previously served as a youth leader, an AWANA 

leader, and on various worship teams. She is currently a grad student at Cal Baptist in the 

Physicians Assistant program but plans to relocate closer to her parents when she graduates. 

Before going to PA school, Jess worked as a Case Manager at the SCV Pregnancy Center. She 

absolutely loves Lindy Hop and has been a swing dancer for 4 years (and counting!). Julianne is 21. 

She lives in the Santa Clarita Valley and loves outdoor activities like surfing, sailing, snowboarding, 

and dirt bike riding. She previously served on a worship team and in the AWANA program. In 2017, 

she graduated from Arizona State University and left Starbucks management to work at Advanced 

Bionics—but not before getting jobs for both of her brothers.  

 

John, age 19, served as AWANA Director for T&T boys (3-6 grade) and a Youth Leader. He lives with 

Roger and Michele, works at Starbucks, and is currently a student at Arizona State University, 

studying Software Engineering. Jackson, the youngest of the Horning children, is 17. He has served 

in youth worship, AWANA, sound, and the toddler room. Jackson also lives with Roger and Michele 

and works at Starbucks. 
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Roger Horning Fun Facts 

Personal Facts and Background 

• Born in South Africa 

• Has five sisters and two brothers 

• Wrestled and played football in high school 

• First job was in a restaurant (dishwasher, then cook) 

• Worked as a residential electrician after high school before transitioning into ministry 

• Married Michele in 1991 

 

Ministry Details and Experience 

• 27 years of pastoral experience with Church of the Canyons, an EFCA congregation 

o 15 years as youth pastor  

o 12 years as associate pastor of leadership development 

• 8 years as adjunct youth ministry professor at The Master’s University 

• 8 years as credentialing council chairman for the EFCA 

 

Ministry Passions 

• Preaching, discipleship, leadership development (Col 1:28-29; 1 Tim 4:13; 2 Tim 2:2; 4:2) 

• Salvation and growth (Matthew 5:16; 16:26; 2 Cor 5:17-22; 1 John 4:7-11) 

• Proper functioning of each individual in the church family (1 Cor 3:6-7; 12:18; Eph 4:11-16) 

• Love and care (Hebrews 10:23-24; Titus 3:8) 

 

Hobbies  

Roger enjoys a variety of activities, but he believes hobbies are really about who you are with more 

than what you are doing. 

• Dirt bike riding 

• Mountain biking 

• Surfing 

• Golfing 

• Hiking 

• Sailing 

• Chess 

• Watching and playing sports 

• Learning new things
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Pastoral Search Timeline 

December 2017 Pastor Brad Fogal announces his resignation as Lead Pastor 
 

January 2018 Brad and Margie Fogal’s farewell service at Foothills Church  
 

February 2018 Foothills Elders meet with representatives from the EFCA West and 

complete a church health assessment 
 

March 2018 Elders finalize the Lead Pastor job description 

First guest preacher “fills the pulpit” at Foothills on Sunday morning 
 

April 2018 Elders select the Search Team 
 

May 2018 

 

Search Team begins meeting  

First applicant resumé is received 
 

June 2018 Search Team is introduced to congregation 

Prayer Support groups formed for Search Team 

Search Team begins interviewing candidates 
 

July 2018 Search Team continues vetting and interviewing candidates 

Tom Bennardo delivers his first sermon as long-term guest preacher 
 

August 2018 Search Team recommends two candidates to the Elders for consideration 
 

September 2018 Elders interview two candidates recommended by the Search Team 

Search Team continues interviewing prospective candidates 

Final two candidates eliminated from consideration, search re-launches 
 

October 2018 John Mayer withdraws from Search Team due to health complications 

Roger and Michele Horning’s farewell service at Church of the Canyons 

Jim Berg assumes role as de-facto chairman of the Search Team 

Paul Schliep of EFCA recommends Roger Horning to Foothills Church for 

consideration  
 

November 2018 Roger Horning submits resumé to Foothills Church 

Search Team interviews Roger Horning 
 

December 2018 First informal meeting between Roger Horning and Foothills Church Elders 
 

January 2019 Elders begin formal interviews with Roger Horning 
 

February 2019 Roger Horning fills in as guest preacher at Foothills 

Search Team continues evaluating applications and interviewing 

candidates 

Elders extend call to Roger Horning 
 

March 2019 Roger Horning accepts call to serve from Foothills Church Elders  

Elders present Roger Horning to the congregation 

Congregational vote to affirm Roger Horning as the next Lead Pastor of 

Foothills Church 

 


