
The Bad Boy of the Bible
Judges



Samson and His Mother

“Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, so that the LORD 
gave them into the hands of the Philistines forty years. And there was a certain 
man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife 
was barren and had borne no children. Then the angel of the LORD appeared to 
the woman, and said to her, “Behold now, you are barren and have borne no 
children, but you shall conceive and give birth to a son. Now therefore, be careful 
not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. For behold, you shall 
conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor shall come upon his head, for the 
boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
from the hands of the Philistines.””

Judges 13:1-5



“Then the woman gave birth to a son and named him 
Samson; and the child grew up and the LORD blessed 
him. And the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him in 
Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.”

Judges 13:24



Principle #1: 
Sensual kids can be born to spiritual parents



Samson and His Bride

“Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, 
one of the daughters of the Philistines. So he came back and told his 
father and mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of 
the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.” Then his 
father and his mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the 
daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you go to 
take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to 
his father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to me.””

Judges 14:1-4



“When the LORD your God shall bring you into the land where you are entering 
to possess it, and shall clear away many nations before you, the Hittites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, and 
when the LORD your God shall deliver them before you, and you shall defeat 
them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them 
and show no favor to them.  “Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you 
shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for 
your sons.”

Deuteronomy 7:1-3



“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what 
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has 
Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 
unbeliever?”

2 Corinthians 6:14-15 



Principle #2: 
A lustful person focuses on the external 

rather than on the internal. 



"Do not let your adornment be merely external ... but let it be the 
hidden person of the heart" 

1 Peter 3:3-4

“The LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as 
man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.””

1 Samuel 16:7



“However, his father and mother did not know that it was of 
the LORD, for He was seeking an occasion against the 
Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling over 
Israel.”

Judges 14:4



“Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and 
came as far as the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a young lion came 
roaring toward him. And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, 
so that he tore him as one tears a kid though he had nothing in his 
hand; but he did not tell his father or mother what he had done. So he 
went down and talked to the woman; and she looked good to Samson. 
When he returned later to take her, he turned aside to look at the 
carcass of the lion; and behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the 
body of the lion. So he scraped the honey into his hands and went on, 
eating as he went. When he came to his father and mother, he gave 
some to them and they ate it; but he did not tell them that he had 
scraped the honey out of the body of the lion.”

Judges 14:5-9



“Then his father went down to the woman; and Samson made a feast 
there, for the young men customarily did this. And it came about when 
they saw him that they brought thirty companions to be with him. Then 
Samson said to them, “Let me now propound a riddle to you; if you 
will indeed tell it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find it 
out, then I will give you thirty linen wraps and thirty changes of 
clothes. But if you are unable to tell me, then you shall give me thirty 
linen wraps and thirty changes of clothes.” And they said to him, 
“Propound your riddle, that we may hear it.” 

Judges 14:10-13



“So he said to them, “Out of the eater came something to eat, And out 
of the strong came something sweet.” But they could not tell the riddle 
in three days. Then it came about on the fourth day that they said to 
Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, that he may tell us the riddle, 
lest we burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us 
to impoverish us? Is this not so?” And Samson’s wife wept before him 
and said, “You only hate me, and you do not love me; you have 
propounded a riddle to the sons of my people, and have not told it to 
me.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not told it to my father or 
mother; so should I tell you?” 



However she wept before him seven days while their feast lasted. 
And it came about on the seventh day that he told her because she 
pressed him so hard. She then told the riddle to the sons of her 
people. So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before 
the sun went down, “What is sweeter than honey? And what is 
stronger than a lion?” And he said to them, “If you had not plowed 
with my heifer, You would not have found out my riddle.” Then the 
Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to 
Ashkelon and killed thirty of them and took their spoil, and gave the 
changes of clothes to those who told the riddle. And his anger 
burned, and he went up to his father’s house. But Samson’s wife was 
given to his companion who had been his friend.”

Judges 14:14-19



“But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it came about 
that Samson visited his wife with a young goat, and said, “I 
will go in to my wife in her room.” But her father did not let 
him enter. And her father said, “I really thought that you 
hated her intensely; so I gave her to your companion. Is not 
her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please let her 
be yours instead.”

Judges 15:1-2



“Samson then said to them, “This time I shall be blameless in 
regard to the Philistines when I do them harm.” And Samson 
went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and 
turned the foxes tail to tail, and put one torch in the middle 
between two tails. When he had set fire to the torches, he 
released the foxes into the standing grain of the Philistines, 
thus burning up both the shocks and the standing grain, along 
with the vineyards and groves.”

Judges 15:3-5



Principle #3: 
The lustful life leads to one tragedy after another

“And a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression….[and] 
by transgression an evil man is ensnared”

Proverbs 29:22,6 



Samson and the Harlot

“When it was told to the Gazites, saying, “Samson has come here,” 
they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at the gate of 
the city. And they kept silent all night, saying, “Let us wait until the 
morning light, then we will kill him.” Now Samson lay until midnight, 
and at midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of the city gate 
and the two posts and pulled them up along with the bars; then he put 
them on his shoulders and carried them up to the top of the mountain 
which is opposite Hebron.”

Judges 16:2-4



Principle #4 
Lust may be dormant, but it is never dead. 



“For on account of a harlot one is reduced to a loaf of bread, And an 
adulteress hunts for the precious life. Can a man take fire in his 
bosom, And his clothes not be burned? Or can a man walk on hot 
coals, And his feet not be scorched?”

Proverbs 6:26-28 

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his 
own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when 
sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”

James 1:14-15



A PLAN OF ACTION

GET RIGHT!

“Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 
flow the springs of life.”

Proverbs 4:23



A PLAN OF ACTION

GET RIGHT!

GET AWAY!

"Run from anything that stimulates youthful lust" 

2 Timothy 2:22



A PLAN OF ACTION

GET RIGHT!

GET AWAY!

GET HELP!



A PLAN OF ACTION

GET RIGHT!

GET AWAY!

GET HELP!

GET BUSY!



“When I refused to confess my sin; 
I was weak and miserable, and I groaned all day long. 

Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me. 
My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat 

Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped trying to 
hide them. 
I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the LORD." 

And you forgave me! 
All my guilt is gone.”

Psalm 32:3-5


